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In 1999, a special friendship was formed in 
Oregon.  It was between a dog and a fish! Chino 
was a golden retriever. He had always liked fish.  
There was a pond with fish in his backyard.  Every 
day, he went out to the pond to watch the fish.

It turns out that he was really going to see 
only one fish.  Falstaff was a black and orange koi 
(koy) that lived in the pond.  Falstaff always came 
to the surface to see Chino.  

At first, Chino’s owners thought that Falstaff 
was just coming up for food.  After watching the 
animals for three years, the owners believed it was 
a real friendship. They say that Chino waited for 
his fishy friend every day, and every day, Falstaff 
came to say hello to his doggy friend.

Unlikely Friends

1.	 Who is the dog?

	 ________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What is the fish’s name?

	 ________________________________________________________________________

3.	 When did the two animals form their friendship?

	 ________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Where did the two animals meet?

	 ________________________________________________________________________

5.	 Why did the owners think Falstaff came up to the surface?

	 ________________________________________________________________________



Complete the story using the words from the word list below.
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Name_______________________________________________________ Story 60

believed

between

coming

friendship

hello

orange

retriever

surface

In 1999, a special                                                         was formed in 

Oregon.  It was                                                         a dog and a fish! Chino 

was a golden                                                        . He had always liked fish.  

There was a pond with fish in his backyard.  Every day, he went out to 

the pond to watch the fish.

It turns out that he was really going to see only one fish.  Falstaff was 

a black and                                                         koi that lived in the pond.  

Falstaff always came to the                                                         to see Chino.  

At first, Chino’s owners thought that Falstaff was just  

                                                        up for food.  After watching the animals 

for three years, the owners                                                         it was a real 

friendship. They say that Chino waited for his fishy friend every day, 

and every day, Falstaff came to say                                                         to his 

doggy friend.

Unlikely Friends



Name_______________________________________________________
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Answer the following questions about the story. 

Find Out More! 

Story 60

6.	 This story mainly tells 
A.  what dogs like to eat. 
B.  where koi fish like to live. 
C.  about a dog and a fish who became friends.

7.	 Which word in paragraph 2 means “the top of the water”?

	 ________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Dogs and fish shouldn’t be friends. 
A.  This statement is a fact. 
B.  This statement is an opinion.

9.	 Falstaff is a black and orange koi fish. 
A.  This statement is a fact. 
B.  This statement is an opinion.

10.	 Where are koi originally from?

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________
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Looking for more high-interest 
activities like this?

Labeling for Comprehension
Using Visual Organizers to Build Comprehension! 
Students read high-interest short stories describing 
a variety of objects. Then, the information gathered 
is transferred to label diagrams of the objects. 

A great way to enhance reading and thinking skills! 
Reading Level progresses with each book from level 
2 to level 5.

Daily Reading Activities
Reinforce reading comprehension skills with these 
higher-level activities! All 3 reproducible books are 
divided by season. Each book features 90 nonfiction 
stories!  Each story includes eight questions that 
focus on specific skills. Skills include Main Idea, 
Conclusion, Sequence, Inference, Comparison, 
Vocabulary, and more!.

Learn More

Learn More

Comprehension Quickies Binder
Terrific for students who have trouble reading 
longer paragraphs, these super-short nonfiction 
stories are the answer! Featuring a controlled 
vocabulary, simple sentence structure, double-
spaced text, and a large, easy-to-read font, these 
leveled stories are sure to improve fluency and 
comprehension. To help you differentiate your 
lesson, each tab divider features a different shape to 
represent each reading level.  This useful distinction 
will help you discreetly meet the needs of your 
students at different reading levels...

Learn More

http://www.rempub.com/daily-reading-activities-3-book-set
http://www.rempub.com/labeling-for-comprehension-4-book-set
http://www.rempub.com/comprehension-quickies-binder



