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ELECTION DAY

The names of four candidates for governor were on the

ballot.  Voting has ended and the results will be shown on TV

every hour during the evening. Record the totals on the

score card.

  7:00 p.m. Calhoun has received 65,949 votes.  Ortega

has 65,517 votes. Wong is 4,095 votes behind Calhoun.

Parks is ahead of Ortega by 6,732 votes.

  8:00 p.m. Wong has gained 81,150 votes.  Calhoun's total has doubled.  Parks' votes

have gone up by 52,083.  Ortega now has 20,406 more votes than Parks.

  9:00 p.m. Calhoun's count has gone up 144,087 in the past hour.  Ortega's total is

now 263,187.  The only female candidate is now 2,088 votes ahead of Wong.

Wong received 7,385 fewer votes than Ortega during the past hour.

10:00 p.m. Ninety-nine percent of the votes have been counted.  Calhoun's total has

grown by 76,566.  Ortega is 27,208 votes ahead of Calhoun.  Parks received

2,206 fewer votes than Ortega within the past hour.  Wong's vote count soared by

130,839.

Write the candidates' names in the order of the number of votes received, starting with

the winner.

1. _________________________________ 3. _________________________________

2. _________________________________ 4. _________________________________

Altogether, how many people voted for the four candidates? _______________

George Calhoun

Nancy Parks

Luis Ortega

Lee Wong

7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m.

Ballot

Box
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Voting

Lesson 8

DOWN CLUES:
 2. The people elect representatives to vote for 

them in these elections.
	 3.	 when	voters	remove	an	official	from	office	

before his term is over
 4. A voting _________ is often used to register 

and count votes.
 6. The 26th _________ gives U.S. citizens 18 

years or older the right to vote.
 7. Voters in some states must register as 

members of a political party in order to vote 
in _________ elections.

 8. a voting district
	10.	 means	“a	body	of	qualified	voters”

ACROSS CLUES:
 1. The people vote for the candidates in this 

type of election.
 3. a special election in which voters approve 

or reject a law
 5. This type of government allows its people 

to vote.
 9. The 19th Amendment gave ____________ 

the right to vote.
 11. when a person’s name is put on a list of 

eligible voters
 12. People who cannot make it to the voting 

polls may vote by mailing an __________ 
ballot.

 13. This is written on when voting.
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DEFINE:  Use a dictionary to find a meaning for each word below.

1. cast: _____________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

2. election: __________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

3. poll tax: ___________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

4. resident: __________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

5. Electoral College: ___________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

6. poll: ______________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

1. Do you think it is the duty of every eligible American to vote? Explain your answer.

2. If you were at a voting machine and didn’t understand how to operate it, what would you do?

3. Do you feel you should have to tell someone who you voted for? Why or why not?

4. Should 18-year-olds be allowed to vote? Do you think they are too young? Explain your 
answer.

Lesson 8 – votinG

EVALUATE:  Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.
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Complete each sentence with a government term from the box above.

Lesson 8 – votinG

direct election primary election
recall precinct
registration electorate
ballot democratic government
absentee ballot 26th amendment
indirect election women
referendum voting machine

 1. In an  _______________________________________ , people elect representatives to 

vote for them.

 2. A voting district is known as a  _________________________________________.

 3. The 19th Amendment gave  ________________________________  the right to vote.

 4. Voters in some cities and states may  _________________________________________  

an	elected	official	before	his/her	term	of	office	is	over.

 5. A citizen’s vote may be cast by writing on a  _______________________________.

 6. The  ___________________________________________________  gave 18-year-olds 

the right to vote.

 7. Those citizens who are eligible to vote make up the  _____________________________ .

 8. A voter may mail in an  ____________________________________  if he/she cannot 

make it to the polls.

 9. People vote for the candidates in a  __________________________________________ .

 10. The process of putting a person’s name on a list of eligible voters is known as __________

______________________________.

 11. A  _____________________________________  is a special election to vote on a law.

 12. Registering and counting votes is made easy by a  ______________________________ .

 13. A  __________________________________________  allows its citizens to vote.

 14. In some states, a voter must be a registered political party member to take part in a  

_______________________________________________.
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MATCHING:  Match each term to its meaning.

MATCHING:  Match each word to its meaning.

Lesson 8 – votinG

_____  1. direct election

_____  2. indirect election

_____  3. democratic government

_____  4. recall

_____  5. referendum

_____  6. 26th Amendment

_____  7. registration

_____  8. 19th Amendment

_____  9. primary election

_____  10. precinct

_____  11. voting machine

_____  12. absentee ballot

_____  13. electorate

_____  14. ballot

A. gives U.S. citizens 18 years or older the right to 
vote

B.	 when	voters	remove	an	official	from	office	before	
his term is over

C. written on when voting

D. gave women the right to vote

E. only registered voters of a political party may vote 
in this

F. used by voters who cannot make it to the polls

G. when the people vote for the candidate

H.	 a	body	of	qualified	voters

I. allows its people to vote freely

J. putting a person’s name on a list of eligible voters

K. a special election in which voters approve or reject 
a law

L. voting district

M. when the people elect a representative to vote for 
them

N. counts and registers votes

_____  1. cast

_____  2. poll tax

_____  3. poll

_____  4. Electoral College

_____  5. resident

_____  6. election

A. place where votes are cast and counted

B. to deposit formally (such as a ballot)

C. a tax charged to a person as a requirement for 
voting

D. choosing a candidate by voting

E. representatives who vote for the President

F. person who lives in one place for a length of time
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Want more Social Studies Activities?

Give your students a close-up look at the inner workings of our 
government in action. You’ll take them inside the Constitution, the 
justice system, the legislatures, the elective process, the military, and 
more! This reproducible book is sure to challenge students as they 
delve into the encyclopedia to assist them with 24 different lessons. 
Lessons include crossword puzzles, definitions, fill-in-the-blank 
questions and extended activities. For middle school, high school, and 
adult education. 104 pages.

Expand students’ knowledge of U.S. history while 
building comprehension skills and meeting the 
Common Core State Standards! These outstanding 
units present an endless array of topics such as the 
Civil War, Paul Revere, Womens’ Rights, WWII, Civil 
Rights, and more.

Each unit includes a short story (less than 300 
words) and three activities. The first activity includes 
questions that direct students to specific paragraphs 
in the story to locate answers. The second is a cloze 
reading activity that will give students another 
opportunity to read through the story...

ReAd MoRe

ReAd MoRe

All 3 reproducible books are divided by 
season. Each book features 90 nonfiction 
stories and 720 skill-based questions.  
Each follow-up exercises includes 8 
questions that focus on specific skills. 
Skills include Main Idea, Conclusion, 
Sequence, Inference, Comparison, 
Vocabulary, and more!

ReAd MoRe

http://www.rempub.com/the-us-government
http://www.rempub.com/history-based-reading-binder
http://www.rempub.com/daily-reading-activities-3-book-set



