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The 220 words have been divided into 5 color-coded lists. The front of the 
card features the word for memorization practice. The back of the card features 
that word in the context of a sentence to reinforce understanding.  The 28 
picture word nouns can be used independently or in conjunction with the sight 
word cards. The front of the card shows the word with a picture-clue. The back 
of the card shows the word used in a sentence.

Most learners need lots of practice to build confidence. Begin by reviewing 
the words on one of the lists. Show the word and then turn the card over and 
show the word highlighted in a sentence. As the student feels the success of 
mastering one list, move on to the next until the student is familiar with all of 
the words.  

This set can be used to introduce words to beginning readers or to increase 
competency in older students striving for mastery. It is appropriate for regular 
education classes, special education classes, adult education, and ESL/ELL 
classes.

Use the dashed the lines to trim into flash cards. Laminate for better 
durability.

Individual Activity Suggestions
 Using a timer and one of the word lists, see how many words can be 

recognized within a chosen time period. Adjust the time and words chosen to 
the student’s ability level. For additional practice, set aside any words that are 
difficult to recognize.  To encourage a sense of accomplishment, make a list 
of the words that are easily recognized and add to that list as new words are 
learned.

 Give the student the cards from one of the lists and a few of the picture 
word cards. Ask the student to arrange the cards into as many sentences as he or 
she can.  Have the student write down each sentence.  For more of a challenge, 
add more cards to choose from.

 Give the student one or more word cards that the student is familiar 
with along with a newspaper or magazine. Ask the student to circle as many of 
the chosen words as he or she can find in the newspaper.  Then ask the student 
to write unique sentences using the words.

 Give the student one or more of the lists and ask him or her to 
alphabetize the words. Or ask the student to sort and categorize each word (i.e. 
verb, adjective, color, number).

 For more advanced readers, ask the student to read the sentences on 
the back of each card.  Use a timer to see how many cards the student can read 
within a predetermined time period. Adjust the time and cards chosen to the 
student’s level.
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 This activity could be done with an individual student or modified for 
groups of two.  Give the student a select group of cards.  Pick one card to start 
the sentence.  For instance, “I”.  Place the card on the table and ask the student 
to find a word that works as the second word in the sentence, for instance 
“like”.  Then, you add a word to the sentence.  Then, the student adds another 
word to the sentence.  When you can’t add any more words to the sentence, 
have the student read the sentence out loud and then write it down.  The object 
of the game is to make the longest complete sentence as possible. See the 
example below. “I like your little brown dog that is...”

Group Activity Suggestions
 Choose 3 to 5 sight words and 1 picture word card. Choose a 

corresponding number of students. Give one card to each student. Ask the group 
to stand in front of the class holding their word cards in front of them.

Then ask them to arrange themselves into a sentence. Ask someone in 
the class to read the sentence.  Does it make sense? What would the end 
punctuation be? Can the group make another sentence? Choose another group 
of words and students to repeat the process. 

For a challenge, you can time this activity. Another version of this activity 
is to ask a student to arrange the group of students holding the cards into a 
sentence.

 Divide the class into 5 groups—one for each list of words.  This game 
involves determining which group can score the most points and make the most 
sentences with the words on their list.

There are 3 ways to make a sentence: use just the words on the list; add a 
borrowed word or words from other lists ; add a picture word card.

When a sentence is made using just the words in their list, the group gets 
10 points for that sentence. A sentence made with a borrowed word or words  
1 point is deducted for each word used.  A sentence made with a picture card 
has 2 points deducted for that word.  The object of the game is to score as many 
points as possible. To add more of a challenge, this could be a timed activity.
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Word List

LIST D  
(orange flash cards)

LIST E  
(purple flash cards)

Picture Words
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